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Working with Teachers and Schools -- Helping Your Child Succeed in School

Many leachers say that they don't often recelve informatlon from parents about problems af home. Many parants say that they don't know what the school expets from thedr
children—or from them, Sharing Information |s essentlal and both teachers and parents are responslble for making it happen,

The folowing questions and answers can help you to gel the most out of talking 1o yaur child's teacher or with other sohoot etaff
members.

Q: What do { do first?

Learn everything that you can about your chifd's school, The more you know, the saster your Job as a parent will be, Ask for a school
handbook. This will answer many questions that wilk arlsa over tha yaar, If your school dossn't have a hendbook, ask questions. Ask
the principal and teachers, for example; What classes doas the schoci offer? Which classes are requirad? What are your
expectations for my child? How does the schook measure student progress? Doss if meet stale standards? Whal are the school's
rules and regulations?

Ask ahout specific teaching methods and materials—ara the methods based on evidenos about whal works best in tleaching reading aor math? Ars the science and history
texthooks up to date?

Ask if the school has a Wab slte and, if 5o, get the address. School Web slies can provide you with read access {o all kinds of information— Sharing Informatien Is

schedules of evenis, names of people lo contact, rules and regulations and sa forté, essential and both teachers
and parents are responsible

Keep Informed throughout the schadl year. If your schedula permils, attend PTA or PTO mestings. If you are unable io attend, ask that the )
for making it happen,

minutes of the meetings be sent ta you. O, find out if the school makes these minutes avatlable on its ‘Web site,
Q: When shatild | talk with my child's teacher?

Early and often, Contact your child's feacher or teachers at the begnning of the year or as saon ae yau ca. Get acquainied and show your interest,

Toll tarchers what they need to know about your child, If she has special neads, make these known from the paglnning.

If you notice a big ehange in your child's behavior, sthool perfarmance or aftitude éuring the school year, contac! the teacher immediately.

Report cards are one indicatian of how well your child is dolng In school. But you: also need to know how things are going betwaen report cards. For exampls, If your son is
having trouble In math, contact te teacher o find aut when he has his next math test and when it will be returned to him. This allows you to address a problem befora it
mushrooms Into something blgger. Call the teacher If your son doesn't understand an assignment or if he needs extra help 1o complate an assignment, You may also want
to find out If your child's leachers use e-mail o cammunicate with parents, Using e-mall will allow you to send and receive messages at times thal are rmost canvenlence
for you.

Q: What if my child kas a problem, such as with homework or not understanding what's happaning in class?

Contact the teacher as soon as you suspect that yaur cilld has problem with his schoolwork, Schaals have a responsibllity o keep you informed about your child's
performance and behavior and you have 2 right fo be upset if you don't find out until repart-card time that your chlid i having difficulties, On the other hand, you may figure
out that & probien exists before the teacher dees. By alerting the leacher, you can work logether o solve a problem in ifs early stages.

Request a meeting with the feacher to discuss problems, Tell her briefly why you want to meet. You might say, "Tim is having trouble with his soolal studles homewotk, I'm
warried about why he can't finish the ssslgnments and what we might do to help him." If English is your second language, you may need fo make spacial arrangements,
such as including in the mesling someone wha is bilingual.

Approach the teachar with a cooperaflve spirit. Relieve that the leacher wants to halp you and your child, sven if you disagree abeut somathing, Don't ge {o (e principal
withoul first giving the teacher a chance to work out the problem with you and your child,
& How do ) get the most out of pateni-teacher conferences?

Be prapared to fisten as weli as to latk, i helps to write out quesilons before you leave home. Alsc jot down what you want to lell the teacher. Be prepared to take notes
duting the conference and ask far an explanation If you don't understand samething.

In conferancas, tha leacher should offer speclfic detalls about your child's work and progress, If your child has already recalved some grades, ask how your child is bsing
evalialed,

Talk about your child's talents, skills, hobbles, study habits and any spaclal sensliviies such as coneem aboul weight or speech difficuities.

Tell tho teacher if you think your child needs speial help and about ary special family sliuation or event that might affect your child'e ability to learn. Mention such things as
anew baby, an linass or a recent or &n upcoming move,

Ask about spacific ways to help your child at home, Try to have an open mind.

At home, think about what the feacher has said and then follow up. If the tsechet his told you that your child needs 1o Improve in cettein Be prapared lo take notes

areas, check back in a fow weeks ta ses how things are gelng. during the confarense and
ask for an explanation If you
, \ . . . . "
Q: What it 1don't agree with a school rule or with a teacher's ass gnments? don'l understand something.

Firet, don't argue with the teacher In front of your child, Set up a mesting to falk about the issue. Befors the meating, plan whal you are geing
to say—why you think a rule is unfalr or what exactly you don't like about an assignment. Gel your facts straighi and don't rely on anger to win your argument, Try ic be

peslitive and remain calm, Listen carefully.

Ifthe teacher's explanation doesn'l satisfy you, arrange fo talk with the prinoipal or even the schadl supertntendent, Do not feel ntimidated by titles or personafities. An
educator's primary responsibllity is fo ensure the success of sach and every student In his classroom, schoul of district.




Q: What's the best way for me to stay Involved in my chlld's school activities?

Attend scheol events. 8o to sports events and concerts, attend back-to-sahaal nlght, parent-leacher meetings and awards evanig, such as a "perfect attendance”
breakfast,

Volunleer in your schoal, f your schedile permits, Inok for ways to help ou a1 your ohild's school. Schools often send home lists of ways In which parents can get involved,
Chaperones are neaeded for school trips or dances (and If your child thinks i's just tao embarragsing fo have you on the dance floor, sell soit drinks down the hall from the
dance), Sehoot committess need mernbers and the schaol newsiotier may need an editor. The sthool may have councfis or advisary commitiees that need parent
raprasentatives. i work or other commitments make it impossible for you to valuntasr in the schoal, ook for ways lo help at homa, For exarple, you can make phone calls
ta other parents 1o tell them about schocl-related activilies or maybe help translate & school newsleter from English info another language,

Q: What if | don't have tima to veluntesr as much as | would 1lke?

Even ¥ you ¢an't voluntear to do werk at the school bullding, you can halp your chlld lsam when you're af homa, The key question Is, "What I work or ather commitments
oan | do at home, eastly and in a few minules a day, o reinforce and extend what the schaol is doing?” This s the involvement that every  make It impossible for you to

family can and must provide. volunteet [n the school, look

Tha schools also need to lake steps so that parents feel good abotit what thay're doing at home and know they're helping. for ways {o help at hame,
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How Do I Find...

Stludent loans, forgiveness (.'fundlgranls—college.html'?srczrn)

« College accreditation (Mtps:/fwww.ad.goviaccrediiation?src=rn)

» Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (hitps:iwww,ed goviessa?sic=in)
+ FERPA {/pelicy/genfguid/ipcalferpafindex,htmi?sro=rn)

FAFSA (hlips:/fiafsa.ed.govi?src=edgov-my}

1098, tax forms {hitps:/iwww.ed.gov/1098-6751C=rn)

Mare > {fabaulftop-tasks.html?sre=rm)

Information About...

« Transforming Teaching (hitps:/www.ed.gov/ieaching?src=m}
« Family and Communily Engagemant {hitps:ffwww.ed govifamily-and-communlly-engagement?src=rm)
« Early Leerning (fabautfinltefedfearlylearning/indexhtm{Perc=rn)

Related Topics

Mission
{faboutfoverview/misslon/mission.htmi?
sre=rt)

Prioritles
{latout/inits/at/index.htmI?
sre=rt}

Wealcoms ta ED.gov
{laboutfoverview/missioniwelcome.himl?
sree=rt)

Student Loans

{ffundfarants-college htmi?sro=ft)

Repaying Loans {hilps:/sludantaid.ed.govirepay-laans7src=ft)

Defaulted Loans {ittps://siudentaid.ed govisapay-loansidefaull Psre=ft)

Loan Forglvanass (hﬁps:!,!sludentald.ad.guw‘repay‘]oansiforgivenesa»uansellatfon'?src=tt}

Loan Servicars (htlps:n'.’studanlald.ed.gowrepay-zuanslundarslandfservicers?src:ﬂ#who-fs-my-lrsan-sawicar}

Grants & Programs

(Hund/granis-apply.himiPerc=1t}

Apply for Pall Granis (hitpa:ifwww.falsa ed.govi?src=i}

Grants Foracast (Hund/grant/find/adiite-foracast.himlPsro=ft}
Apply for 8 Grant {lund/grantapply/grantapps/indax.himi?sre=ft)
Eligibility for Grants {iprograma/findlaligfindex,himi?arc=)

Laws & Guidance
{{paticy/?sro=ft)



